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own policy of being secretly allied with everybody
was disturbed by this display of unexpected
vigour ; and he realised the importance of keeping
on good terms with whatever king he could.
- It was at this moment, when the Pope was
renewing friendly intercourse with England, that
Wolsey struck home for his own advantage. He had
always, through the person of Silvester de Giglis,
kept the Pope reminded of the desired hat, and
now, when all Europe was gaping at the French
King, and the Pope himself was trembling on his
throne, Wolsey WTOte with almost incredible
daring, reminding His Holiness, through Giglis,
that " if the King of England forsake the Pope he
will be in greater danger on this day two years
than ever was Pope Julius." In other words, he
had better give Wolsey a Cardinal's hat or he
might find himself out of favour with the English
King. Leo was growing frightened and had no
desire to risk his own skin. He might need the
help of European kings at any moment, and not
least Henry's ; so in September he nominated
Wolsey to the College of Cardinals. The move
was unpopular in Italy. England had given the
Papacy too much trouble in the past to be allowed
to dictate to the Pope in this manner; and an
official of the Roman Court wrote of the matter :

" Men say that an English Cardinal ought
not to be created lightly, because the English
behave themselves insolently in that dignity, as